Avian nucleus isthmi ventralis projects to the contralateral optic tectum.
Injections of HRP throughout the upper tectal strata led in 4 cases to the appearance of retrogradely labeled neurons within n.isthmi ventralis, contralateral to the experimental side. An additional case proved that this projection courses through the ventral supraoptic commissure. This is the first description of a crossed isthmo-tectal projection in birds.